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Fra Francesco when he renounced the world; and the
Church compromises with St. Sebastian for Phoibos
Apollon. Therefore, as long as Grace and Nature are served
up on the same dish, it is stupidly unreasonable to hold up
holy hands in horror when high ecclesiastical dignitaries
happen to comport themselves like human beings.
The twentieth century is no whit more chaste than the
fifteenth, and can ill afford to cast a stone. Nor was the
fifteenth century the stew of universal depravity which
some would have us believe it to have been. It was unmoral
as the twentieth is immoral. But there were pure and maid-
white souls then, as there are now; and the difference be-
tween the fifteenth century and the twentieth is a mere dif-
ference of fashion. Now, we pretend to be immaculate;
then, they bragged of being vile. Much of the literature of
the fifteenth century is most suitably presented in the origi-
nal Poets and historians, especially historians, allowed
little scope for exercise of the imagination. The convention
of concealment, of suggestion, had not been invented. Mes-
seri Stefano Infessura and Benedetto Varchi rank among
the most eminent Chroniclers of their day; certainly the
Latin of the one, and the Tuscan of the other, would serve
for models: but a complete unbowdlerised translation of the
former's Journal of Roman Affairs (Diarium Rerum Ro-
manum), or of the latter's Florentine History (Storia
Fiorentma), incontinently would be suppressed by the
police. Yet it would be absurd to conclude that these writers,
or others of their kidney, have given a just account of the
morals of their age, "The divorce court and the police news
do not reflect the state of morality in England. No more
do Juvenal's Satires give us a complete or impartial picture
of Roman society. We must read side by side with them
the contemporary letters of Pliny, which give a very differ-
ent picture, and also weigh the evidence offered by inscrip-
tions." (E. G. Hardy. Satires of Juvenal, p. xliv.) That is
the spirit in which the student of the fifteenth century